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Spanish Patent and Trademark Office 

  

    An autonomous agency 
of the Ministry of Industry, 

Energy and Tourism: 

Promotes and supports 
technological and 

economic development, 
providing legal 

protection to the 
different types of 

industrial property rights 
by awarding 

Patents and Utility 
Models (inventions) 

Industrial designs  

   Trademarks and 
trade names 

(distinctive signs) 

Disseminates 
information on the 

various ways in which 
Industrial Property 

can be protected and 
its importance 

Especial 
programs for 

SMEs 



 
Spanish R&D investment situation 
 
Spanish R&D investment situation 

99% Spanish industry are SMEs: 1.180.000 enterprises   

Around 54% of the protection of R&D results is made by the private sector.
 The European technology protection average is between 80%-90% for 
 the private sector. The rest is made by Universities and Public Research 

             Centers. 

There are no relation between Spanish economical position and protection of 
R&D 

SPTO has the commitment to implement activities, measures and policies to 
approach IP knowledge to SMEs in order to incorporate IP into their corporate 
culture. That will enable new ways of business and refunding investment in R&D  



ACTIONS WITH MULTIPLIERS:AGREEMENTS 

For amplifying effects and reaching greater number of SMEs and taking 
advantages of synergies with partners and credibility 
 

 AGREEMENT WITH CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE in order to include IP information 
at starting point of SMEs business activity 

  SPECIAL EU PROGRAM FOR SMEs:  

         partnership between National Offices, Chambers of Commerce and 
Universities of Spain, France, Italy and Greece to improve SMEs IP 
knowledge. IP Tools and material 

 AGREEMENTS WITH REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS (Autonomous Communities ) IP 
INFO POINTS 

 CEVIPYME PROGRAM: agreement with DGIPYME and FUNDETEC on IP 
information for SMEs 

 CIBEPYME PROGRAM: agreement with WIPO and National Latinoamerican Offices 
to improve IP knowledge between Latinoamirican SMEs (In process of 
implementation) 

COLABORATION WITH MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND COMPETITIVINESS to exploit 
synergies and public opportunities 

 

 



 
AGREEMENTS WITH REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS  to bring Industrial Property 
matters and SPTO services closer to SMEs 

 Spain consits on 17 Regions:  
Autonomous Communities 

SPTO has signed cooperation 
agreements on IP matters with 
Regional Governments: 

• To create a Regional 
Information Centre on 
Industrial Property 

• As a part of the EPO PATLIB 
Centres: “European patent 
information network” 

• SPTO: IP training to staff 

• Organizing joint 
dissemination activities 
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Cevipyme. Centre for Support to SME 
 

Free Information and IP Advice for SMEs 

Helpdesk: 

• Contact by  email, phone 

• Information about protection, internationalisation, licensing 

• Possibility of  in situ advice 

IP Tools: autodiagnostic, on line resources, SMEs 
successful cases 

IP Training courses: webinars, on line training 
modules   



Cevipyme 

Centre for Support to SME Free and tailor-made assesment:  

How to protect their innovations 
through Industrial Property Rights   

 Training 

 
Technology 

forecasting 

Self-diagnosis 
on IP 

 

Seminars 

 





 CIBEPYME: IPR Helpdesk for Iberoamerican SMEs  

www.cibepyme.com 

• www.cibepyme.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal 

advertisement 

IP Tools 

Sucessful 

cases 

http://www.cibepyme.com/
http://www.cibepyme.com/


COLABORATION WITH MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND 
COMPETITIVINESS 

  Disseminating Patent Box System. Reduction: 60% of 
net income from the transfer of the right to use  
patent, drawing, formula, or know how 

  Including IP rights as a requirement to reach the 
“Inovative SMEs  qualification”    

 Colaborating with Spanish Techonological Platforms 
(STP) : 

        STP: Industry-led, public/private partnerships to 
drive innovation in reaching research in national strategic 
industry sectors. 40 Technological Platforms in 8 
strategic industry sectors 
 



COLABORATION WITH MINISTRY OF ECONOMY AND 
COMPETITIVINESS 

Integrated in the European Technology Platforms  
•     Designation of a specialist Patent Examiner  
responsible of a STP (64  Patent Examiner) 
•     SPTO presents in Steering Committees 
•     Dissemination activities 
•     IP diagnostic 
•     Joint elaboration of Technology Watch 
Bulletin (4 per year) 

 



Animal health  
Sanitary biotech  

Fisheries and 

Aquaculture 

 TECHNOLOGICAL WATCH BULLETINS 

SPANISH TECHNOLOGICAL PLATAFORMS 

NEW   2013 

http://www.oepm.es/es/index.html


Daily updated 

Seach strategy designed by 

expert patent examiner 

 

 

latest patents   

Published in the world 

Regarding a specific 

technical object 

World coverage 

13 

 INTERNET 

FREE 

TECHNOLOGICAL PATENT ALERTS 

NEW   2014¡¡¡ 



Reduction of fees 

• E-Filing 
• 15% reduction on fees when applying on-line. 

• In new Patent Law Draft up to 50% to SME and 

Enterpreneurs  (application fee, search report fee, 
examination fee and grant fee). 

• SPTO, acting as International Searching Authority under the 
PCT, is applying a reduction of 75% of the PCT Search fee 
where the applicant is a national of and resides in a State not 
party to the European Patent Convention and which is 
classified by the World Bank in the group of countries of “low 
income”, “lower middle income” or “upper middle income”, 
no matter if the applicant is a natural person or a legal entity. 
 



SPTO Reductions. Subsidy Program 

The Spanish Patent and Trademark Office 
(SPTO) grant reductions of pre-grant fees, 
under certain conditions of eligibility, to 
natural persons, SMEs including micro entities 
and public universities. There are no specific 
fee reductions for research institutes. 

 



SPTO Reductions. Subsidy Program 

• International 
extension  

• Spanish patent 
and utility models  

Subsidy 
Program 

• National promotion  

• Spanish patent 
and utility models  

Subsidy 
Program 



SPTO Reductions. Subsidy Program 

• In case of national promotion for Spanish patents 
or utility models, only natural persons and SMEs, 
including micro-entities, are eligible for a subsidy 
of application and search report fees under the 
condition that the patent application together 
with the search report or the utility model 
application has been published in the SPTO 
"Official Gazette of Industrial Property" and the 
fees have been paid in advance.   

• The amounts to be subsidized are up to 90% of 
those fees. 

 



SPTO Reductions. Subsidy Program 

• In the case of international extension the subsidy 
is addressed to the extension of a patent 
application or an utility model application via 
national or regional. The procedures subsidized 
are: application fee, search report fee, 
examination fee, grant fee, maintenance fees, 
European validation, PCT International Search 
Report fee, PCT International Preliminary 
Examination fee and a limited amount for 
translation costs  

• The amounts to be subsidized are in general up to 
70%, and in the case of SMEs and natural persons 
up to 80%.  
 



SPTO Reductions. Subsidy Program 

• In case of universities, the average number of patent applications 
from public universities in the past four years has been 589. In the 
same years the average value of domestic patent applications has 
been 3,567. These data imply that public universities represent 
16.5% of the number of patent applications in Spain.  

• For national patents and utility models subsidies, during the 2012 
program, 473 applications were benefited, which represents the 8% 
of the total number of 5878 national applications. Regarding 
applicant category, 55% were SMEs and 45% natural persons. 

• For international extensions based on national patents and utility 
models, 3.052 priorities were benefited which represent 7.340 
international extensions. This program cover all kind of applicants 
and it was distributed: SMEs 49,2%, Big companies 18,1%, Natural 
persons 24,2%, Public Universities 4,3%, Others 4,2%. 

 



SME Support Centre 

• Recently established by SPTO 

• Customer oriented (SME, Entrepreneurs) 

• Assessment on intangible assets and on Industrial Property Rights 

• How to register a private company 

• Funding 

• Internationalization 

• Expertise assessment on patent issues 

 

 



 

 

Thank you for your attention! 

maria.deconcepcion@oepm.es 

 

 

   

 


